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1 |organization of the Ministry of Geology, USER| 50X1-HUM

J The Minlstry was respoasible for geological surveying and exploration of
minerals, A Qeological Committes (since 1930 known as Central Scientifis
Research Institute of Geology) under the Ministry was the main scientific inati-
tution, All major scientific exploration was done by this committee. It wae
divided into the following sections: Paleonotological, Petrographical, Topo-
graphical, Coal, Iron, Non-ferrous metals, Oi1, Construction Material, Ground
Weter (which also contains the engineering section, soil mechanics and engineering
geology) Chemical Section (chemistry pertaining to geology) and Geophysical
Methode of Surveying (seismic, magnetic, gravimetric and electrical branches).
The Palsonvtological and Petrographic sections were administratively united

in Otdel Geologicheskol Karty. The Topographic section obtained its maps from
the Main Administration of Cartography (Glavnoe Kartograficheskoe Upravlenie)

or mads maps themselves when they weres not available,

On the next level was a group of truste, each representing regions of the
USSR, such as the Leningrad Trust, Moscow Trust and Middle Asia Trust. A1l
. together thers wers 17 such trusts with five or eix offices representing
smaller truste, These trusts were responsible for small geological investi-
gations in their respective areas, A small mep section was included under
- sach trust,
Iater the coal and iron sections were taken out of the organization .and made
into separate institutes under thelr corresponding ministries. This may also
have been done to the Iron seetion, ' 50X1-HUM
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the function of Speta-Geol

‘Mo was basically & production ofganization for surveying and mapping
with ite primery fanction of making maps of the boundaries of the USSR. It
wis responsible for both geological and Wgdrogeological work which included
the study of rivers, subsurface waters and traffieability of terrain (military),
Iz the USSR it worked on practical and special problems. It sent fleld parties
to tbe satellite countries and in the Buropean countries outside the Use's
sphere of influsnce it collected material froam overt literature,

‘ 50X1-HUM
bo [ [the structure and organization of Spets-Ges |
5o
o

Baeh field party wmas responsible for work ia ite area of operation. The office
of the bramch im turn wes responsible for their fisld parties,

The lum office seat partiss to the west and it was the only office t.nﬁ had
& staff of perseanel to collact snd work out imformation on the border cowntries.
Bw lealagrad Wanch sent parties to the Far Bast,

. Most a1l militery geology and the War Mimistry's geology was done by Spets-
Gos. Thw mtlitary acadendes did some of their om geological work. Spets-Gen
whs ilso givea tasks to perferm threugh ehanmels and did work for institutes,

, bureaus snd ministries, Tasks would be given to 3pets-Geo which would be placed
oa & salendar, Thers was an inter-ministerisl committee made up of persens
imterested in geology from the different ministries whose Job it was to coordin-
ste the werk en Spets-Geo's calendsr according to which task had prierity over

As a ruls Spets-Geo published nothing except specisl works which came out in -
& magasine. An agency presented its problem to Spets-Geo through the necessary
channels and received ite repert back in typswritten form with the necessary
;- oharts and drawings. It was tien the responsibility of the agency to
lish the repert. : . .

The Moscow branch kept all finished studies and files. The Leningrad braach
Jopt its owa werks on file. : :

Msps were glwen to the agencies for whom work was dons and copies were kept
by Speta-Gec. No maps were sold by Spets-Qee, : .

Much more emphasis was placed on polo;iotl work than on geographical work,
e T |geographical informstien is collected |  SOX1-HUM

Por ailitary purposes Spets-Geo collected data along the frontiers on
- trafficability of terrain, depth of rivers, velocity of current, bank slopes,
hardness of formstions, depth of ground waters, types and character of vege~
tation, swamps, marshes and forests. The types of geographical information
sollected depeaded upon the requirements tted to Spets-Geo. Generally
they collected the same type of geographical material that would be expected
of any ens dealing in that field,
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